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Study of Poetry on Bamboo Slips in the Northwest Frontier Regions
of the Han Dynasty

ZENG Hongyan

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048)

Abstract: The bamboo slips discovered in the Shule River and Ejina River basins, regions at the north-
west frontier during the Han Dynasty, contain literary works and literature-related content. This analysis
examines the published materials from these bamboo slips, revealing that 12 poems maintain the authentic
style of northwest frontier poetry from the Han Dynasty. These poems genuinely capture the landscapes,
social dynamics, and emotional experiences of both military personnel and civilians on the Han Dynasty’ s
border, despite many of them being fragmented. This discovery not only adds depth to the poetry of the
lower-class literati but also expands the thematic scope of poetry. Moreover, it offers valuable evidence for
exploring the origins and evolution of poetic forms during the Han Dynasty, making it a significant contribu-
tion to literary history.
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