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Research on Ideological Content and Aesthetic Characteristics of the
New Folk Songs in Xiangning County of South Shanxi

LI Ting, LI Jing
(The Arts Faculty, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: In recent years, Shanxi folk songs have become a hot research topic, but the artistic charac-
teristics of the folk songs in the southern region of Shanxi have not received adequate scholarly attention. To
fill this research gap, this article explores the ideological content and aesthetic features of the new folk songs
of Xiangning in the southern region of Shanxi. It is found that these songs have positive and healthy ideologi-
cal content such as (a) expressing joy for the return of Hong Kong and Macau, and praising the prosperity
of the motherland, (b) nostalgia for the homeland and the people of the homeland, (c¢) praising people’s
selfless contribution and advocating the inheritance of noble virtues, and (d) promoting patriotism and the
unity of the people. In addition, this article finds that these songs take praising, elegance, ‘qi’ and harmony
as their aesthetic features. These interpretations of the ideological content and aesthetic features of the new
folk songs of Xiangning provide a deeper understanding of these songs and promote the development of tradi-
tional Chinese arts and cultures.
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