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Heterogeneity in the Sanctification of Wise Ministers in Shanxi:
A Case Study of the Spread of Folk Beliefs in Dou Chou and Hu Tu

ZHAO Zhenhuan

(Institute of Religions, Xinjiang Academy of Social Science, Urumgi 830011, China)

Abstract: Due to the frequent occurrence of droughts caused by the unique natural geography, Shanxi
has given rise to many local deities with the function of regulating rain. Using the prototypes of wise minis-
ters Hu Tu and Dou Chou, locally revered functional deities have been established, representing typical
examples of such folk beliefs. While these two characters originally had similarities, differences in social sta-
us, historical records, miraculous effects, the diffusion of functions and their roles in social activities led to
stark contrasts in the formation and development of these two local folk beliefs. Moreover, during the pro-
cess of transformation from the mundane to the sacred, the deification of wise ministers in local folk beliefs
retained their original human characteristics. Worshipers endowed and expanded their sacred functions based
on utilitarian considerations, while also recognizing their important mediating roles in the social and state
power structures during the Ming and Qing dynasties.
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