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Study on the Positive Counter-Factive Sentence Patterns “Yaoshi S jiuhaole”

LI Xinyi, ZONG Shouyun
(School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: The sentence pattern “Yaoshi S jiuhaole” belongs to the practical method of positive Counter-
factive. It has its unique features in syntactic, semantic and pragmatic aspects. Syntactically, “yaoshi” is a
hypothetical conjunction, and the colloquial style is highly colorful. S is a counter-factive clause, mainly
composed of subject-predicate clause and VP clause, which is suitable for expressing concise content and has
the characteristics of colloquial language. “jiuhaole” is a modal word, which can be divided into two types:
pure virtual modal word and lowest conditional modal word. Semantically, “yaoshi S jiuhaole” is a pure posi-
tive counter-factive sentence patterns. It implies three different semantic values: regret for the past, expecta-
tion for the reality and hope for the future. Pragmatically, positive counter-factive sentence patterns “yaoshi
S jiuhaole” is favorable and in line with social norms. Its pragmatic value lies in the expression of virtual
wishes, reconstruction and reflection, and the promotion of positive transformation and progress.
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