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Debates and Reflections on the Relationship Between Left—-Behind
Experience and Academic Achievement of Left-Behind Children

LIU Zhijun

(Department of Sociology/Research Center of Social Survey, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: The academic community has not reached a consensus on the impacts of left-behind children’s
experiences on their academic achievement during their childhood. Existing empirical studies have researched the
effects of different types of left-behind situations, different individuals who are left behind, and different timing
and locations of being left behind, but no consensus has been achieved. The divergence among the relevant
researchers is not only caused by their research quality such as data reliability, method appropriateness and applied
standards but also related to their failure to control some important factors in the comparative analyses. For
instance, the personal life history of left-behind children, such as previous and repeated experiences of being left
behind and migration experiences, and the interactions between different dimensions and left-behind categories,
are neglected in the comparisons of different types of left-behind situations. In the analyses of individuals who
are left behind, the individual characteristics and their selective bias of being left behind is overlooked. In the
comparative analysis of different locations of being left behind, the developmental stage of the region is ignored.
In addition, these comparative studies look over the differences between different groups, and so on. The future

studies should comprehensively consider factors such as characteristics of left-behind individuals, left-behind
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scenarios and risks and protection of left-behind children. A comprehensive analytical model should be constructed

to more comprehensively evaluate the learning difficulties faced by left-behind children and propose personalized

solutions based on it.

Key words: left-behind experience; academic achievement; left-behind children; children development;

comprehensive analysis model
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