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“Return to Elegance” and Hao Jing’s “Fengya” Poetics: Evaluation of
Yuan Haowen’s Poems in Yishan’s Epitaph

HOU Wenyi, WANG Yali

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: “Return to elegance” is an important poetical topic of Hao Jing, a critic in the Yuan dynasty.
It is not only an evaluation of Yuan Haowen’s poems but also an inheritance and development of “Feng Ya”
poetics, implied in other poetic treatises, and in association with the concepts of “Feng Ya” and “Ya
Zheng”. Faced with the upheavals of the Jin-Yuan transition and the rupture of traditional cultures, the cul-
tural salvation was the choice of the literati at the time. Hao Jing advocated “elegant and temperament”
works on the basis of Confucian classics, and criticized dispirited, pompous and “artificial carving” poetic
styles. This embodies the reforms of the Northern Learning and poetic aesthetics in the early Yuan dynasty.
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