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Study of Exemplary Women in Hezhou During the Ming and
Qing Dynasties: A Perspective from Local Chronicles

LI Chenhao, WANG Zhiwang
(School of History Culture and Tourism, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China)

Abstract: In traditional Chinese societies, those women whose behaviours followed Confucian moral
standards were referred to as exemplary women, broadly classified as those embodying virtues such as chas-
tity, loyalty, filial piety, kindness, diligence and righteousness. This article studies the Exemplary Women
section of Hezhou Gazetteer and finds that the formation of the exemplary women group in Hezhou was influ-
enced by the national politics, geography, culture and textual writing styles during the Ming and Qing dynas-
ties. The Exemplary Women section of Hezhou Gazetteer reveals the real-life situations and moral standards
of women and their powerlessness when facing persecution by Confucian norms in the male-dominated soci-
ety of Hezhou in the Ming and Qing dynasties. Furthermore, it also shows the inheritance and development
of positive traditional Chinese cultures.
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