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From “In the Name of Love ” to “Love as a Mark”: Narrative Mode and
Type Steering of Chinese Love Animated Films

CHEN Kehong, MAI Zirong

(Animation and Digital Arts, Communication University of Zhejiang, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Chinese love animated films originated during the period of Chinese Meishu films and formed
narrative conventions such as drawing materials from the love stories of ethnic minorities or folk tales, adopt-
ing the storytelling type of “love across social classes”, using a single plot lines in the name of love, and
innovating narrative language. In the first fifteen of the 21st century, Chinese love animated films have seen
new developments in terms of genre narrative, but they mainly follow the narrative mode of Chinese Meishu
films about love, and their artistic achievements are not prominent. In the recent decade, Chinese love ani-
mated films have inherited and innovated the narrative mode of Chinese Meishu films about love, drawing on
the narrative experience of love animated films from Japan, the United States and other countries. In the pro-
cess of genre transformation, new narrative models such as character binding narrative, time and space inter-
laced narrative with love as the theme, and “love+reality” genre fusion narrative have emerged, achieving
good results and providing important support for the revival of Chinese animated films.
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