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Body Representation, Gender Politics and Nostalgic Aesthetics
in Venus By Water

WANG Zhen', CHANG Xiugin®*
(1. China Film Culture Institure, Beijing Film Academy, Beijing 100080, China;
2. Film School, Shandong University of Arts, Jinan 250300, China)

Abstract: Venus By Water is the debut feature film written and directed by female director Wang Lin.
The film’ s exploration of female subjectivity, as well as its use of cinematic rhetoric, marks it as another
remarkable work from a “new generation” female director. As a film imbued with strong feminist themes, it
presents three dimensions for depicting the female body: the manifestation of desire, the anxiety of childbirth
and the disciplined body. The “disappeared masculinity” and Chinese maternal strategies offer two narrative
mechanisms for addressing gender politics. Its unconventional narrative structure, both in content and form,
provides a pathway for constructing a nostalgic aesthetic. Venus By Water deliberately reduces its commer-
cial appeal and, from within, cultivates a meaningful “self-driven creation”.
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