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Interpretation and New Translation of Ge Ju

FENG Yanqin

(International Institute of Chinese Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Ge Ju i1s a satirical poem from Wei Feng, a section of The Book of Poetry. Regarding this
poem, there is significant controversy in the interpretation of the Chinese context. Some scholars think it
was written by a bride to mock her husband because he made her work just after she got married. The oth-
ers think it was written by a maid to satire her lord for mountain sewing. Turning to the interpretation of
English translation, different translators bear different purposes, yet the same controversy persists. In this
case, it doesn’t resolve the disputes inherent in Ge Ju. However, the insights of Hu Shi and Yao Dianzhong
gave a new perspective to interpret this poem. Under the guidance of two-factor verification of history and
reality, disputes surrounding the poem are addressed and a new translation of Ge Ju was provided. In this
way, the case of Ge Ju can serve as a reference for further translations of The Book of Poetry.
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@  HUHEA B9 PE CA “Shoes thinly woven of the dolichos fibre May be used to walk on the hoarfrost. ” =5 J1 i 3% 3C 4
“Fiber shoes tightly woven Are good for walking upon the dew.” VE#5 55 (9% 3L & “Ramie sandals are crisscrossed How can

they tread upon the frost?”

Q@ AETHIE A “Sparsely woven fibre-shoes Serve to walk on frozen dews!” Bl i B f#) 1% 3C 2 “He won’ t afford
leather. In cold winter weather Hemp shoes must suffice, notwithstanding his riches. ” P& 3% ¢ “Thin fiber shoes’ gainst

frost”. VM AYFE R “In Summer shoes with silken lace” .
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@ X “FaEFE, RIFEIE” MBI, BEAES N her fingers were like the blades of the young white-grass, her skin was
like congealed ointment? & 7 i & Fingers, as softest buds that grow! Skin, as an unguent, firm and white! B 3% B4 The
whiteness of her skin can aught surpass? With teeth, with throat, with brow can aught compete? Her fingers taper like the
young white grass; And see her dimples and those eyes so sweet. 95 77 & hands white as rush-down, Skin like lard. Jg £8 %
Hand soft as a blade of grass, a skin like cream. i J# #1 & Like lard congealed her skin is tender, Her fingers like soft blades of
reed. TEFEH7 A Her hands are small, her fingers slim; Her skin is smooth as cream.
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With fingers weary and worn,

With eyelids heavy and red,

A woman sat in unwomanly rags,

Paying her needle and thread -”

“Stitch! Stitch! Stitch!

In poverty, hunger, and dirt,

And still with a voice of dolorous pitch

She sang The Song of the Shirt!
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