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From Competition to Sharing: The Belief in Dragon King and Water
Conservancy Order in the Spring-Based Society

SHI Guowei, YING Lei
(College of Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: As a traditional agricultural province, Shanxi has a long history of water resource usage.
Springs play a significant economic and cultural role in the agriculture of Shanxi which often faces drought.
Many spring-based societies have been formed with the development and utilization of spring water resources
in Shanxi. In Quwo, spring water is used for agricultural irrigation and domestic water supply, and the
Dragon King belief has been formed over a long period. This belief, which emphasizes the Dragon King’s
functions of water control and rain-making, plays a crucial role in resolving water conflicts and establishing
water management order. The Dragon King belief expresses the rural society’s desire for favorable weather
and its efforts to maintain local social order, reflecting the cultural connotations of local agricultural societies.
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