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Comparative Study of Marriage Narratives in the Novels of Zhao Shuli and
Chen Yan

WANG Junhu, LIU Yutao
(School of Literature, Yan’an University, Yan’an 716000, Chna)

Abstract: Marriage, as a central literary theme, encompasses personal emotions and family ethics and
reflects the social dynamics and collective memories of different eras. The novels of Zhao Shuli and Chen
Yan present rich depictions of marriage, engaging in a cross-temporal literary dialogue that highlights both
similarities and differences. From Zhao Shuli to Chen Yan, the evolution system from traditional rural mar-
riage in the early years of new China to modern urban marriage in the new century was formed. Their works
reveal the social landscapes and ideals of marriage in distinct historical periods, charting the evolution of
women’s roles from passive acceptance to active pursuit. This progression underscores the rising social sta-
tus of women and the advancement of life values. Through grassroots narratives, both authors explore
human existence, happiness, and the transformation of female roles, offering a literary lens to examine shifts
in social and spiritual history.
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