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Shift Toward “Silence” in Paul Celan’s From Threshold to Threshold

YOU Hongru

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: : From Threshold to Threshold is Paul Celan’s second collection of poems, marking a shift

in his poetic creation approach towards embracing “silence”. In this collection, Celan discusses the effective-

ness of poetic language in recording and presenting true history, casting doubt on the legitimacy of poetry

writing. His poetic language gradually becomes fragmented, displaying characteristics of indirect and cryptic

expression. The “silence” writing in Celan’s poems expands the contemplation on the relationship between

historical truth and poetic representation through negative expressions, deepening the German poetry’s reflec-

tion on the Nazi regime.
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