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Study of the Formation and Theoretical Contributions of the Stylistic Concept
of Chinese Traditional Opera in the Yuan Dynasty

XU Yanlin
(College of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: Building on prior practical experience, dramatists of the Yuan Dynasty advanced the theoreti-
cal construction of traditional Chinese opera. Hu Zhiyu proposed the stylistic characteristics of “Za” in Zaju
and the “Nine Types of Beauty” in performance. Zhou Deqing’ s Zhongyuan Yinyun inherited Yan Gong-
nan’ s principles for “Yuefu” to achieve literary artistry, emphasizing “system” and “style” , detailing the
“ten methods” of composition, and establishing stylistic norms for Beiqu. Xia Tingzhi defined the stylistic
connotations of various stages, including Chuanqi, Xiwen, Yuanben and Zaju. Tao Zongyi explored the ori-
gins and evolution of traditional Chinese opera styles, focusing on their narrative features. Zhong Sicheng’s
Lu Gui Bu elevated playwrights and literary styles of Yuan Dynasty with clarity and reverence, asserting the
genre’s independence. These discussions initially formed a systematic concept of genre of traditional Chinese
opera, addressing its characteristics, norms, styles, and development. This foundational work propelled
Yuan Zaju into a recognized “literature of the generation” , influencing subsequent theories and practices in
traditional Chinese opera.
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