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On the Challenges of Advanced Intellectuals to “Gender Essentialism” in the
Early 20th Century and Its Modernity

CHEN Wenlian, SU Chuhan
(College of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Gender essentialism is the basis of gender existence in traditional male centered society. Under
of the influence of the Western culture and civilization, the advanced intellectuals took the theory of natural
human rights as their ideological weapon, used the knowledge of human history and modern science, and chal-
lenged the theory of “men are wise and women are stupid” and “men are superior to women in nature” in the
early 20" century. It emphasizes that some characteristics of men and women are the result of social and cultural
shaping, and clearly opposes the essentialism of gender issues. This challenge and doubt is not only of great his-
torical significance, but also of enlightening significance even today. With the development and progress of soci-
ety, women are gradually moving from the edge to the center. However, various forms of gender essentialism
still restrict the comprehensive development of women. Mitt’ s discovery enlightens people: in oder to establish
a social model where men and women coexist harmoniously and promote balanced development between the
two genders, it is imperative to thoroughly overturn the essentialist mindset ingrained in a male-centered soci-
ety. Of course, this process is long and painful, but it is precisely the direction in which people strive.
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