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Typical Characteristics and Generative Context of the Peasant Image in
Chinese Films

LIU Qiangzu
(School of Literature and Art, Ningxia Institute of Science and Technology, Shizuishan 753000, China)

Abstract: Over the past century, Chinese cinema has introduced numerous iconic peasant characters,
each showcasing the distinct qualities and behavior patterns associated with rural Chinese life. These charac-
ters reflect a psychological framework rooted in values of benevolence and righteousness, a resilient national
spirit, and traits such as dependency, fatalism, and a somewhat passive outlook on life. These characteris-
tics are shaped by China’s unique natural environment, diverse yet enduring economic structures, and rich
historical and cultural heritage. Examining the peasant image in film allows for deeper insights into the
strengths and weaknesses of these cultural traits. This analysis can inform the development of modern farmer
portrayals in cinema, helping rural-themed films evolve with the times, blending traditional and innovative
elements to achieve new artistic significance.
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