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Haunting Ghosts: Trauma in Sam Shepard’s Plays

KONG Rui
(School of Foreign Languages, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: Ghosts in American contemporary playwriter Sam Shepard’s plays constitute uniquely com-
pelling ghost group on both real and illusionary stage,they are absent and present existence of being dead and
reborn. They could transcend time and space between Yin and Yang. The haunting ghosts in the field of fam-
ily ethics, racial politics and historical wars reveal trauma. Ghosts may be trauma of alienated family ethical
relationship, ghosts haunting on stage are resistance against American racial exclusion, and ghosts on the
battlefield are attacks on individual heroism in eulogy. Spectral theater holds significant implications for ethi-
cal discourse, trauma rehabilitation, and the reconfiguration of global paradigms.
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