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Establishment Context, Management and Drama Content of the First
Women’s Modern Peking Opera Troupe, Kuideshe

LIU Xin, CHEN Wei
(College of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Since the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, significant changes in the realm of
drama have transpired, driven by the evolution of the times and shifts in audience aesthetics. Kuideshe, an
all-female and highly influential theatrical troupe, emerged with a dedication to reforming traditional Chinese
opera during this historical period. Under the influences of bourgeois democratic ideology and the advent of
new and civilized dramas, Yang Yunpu and others established Kuideshe and started a novel management
approach for theatrical troupes in regards to organizational structure, internal management, talent cultivation,
income distribution, and dramatic content. Kuideshe performed many fashion dramas to follow the intellec-
tual trends of the time and reflect social realities for the purpose of promoting people’s patriotism and revolu-
tionary spirit, and achieving social reform and education.
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