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Marriage Status of Governesses in the 19th—Century British Novels

CHEN Zhen', CHEN Haihong’
(1. College of Foreign Languages, Qinghai Minzu University, Xining 810007, China;
2. Office of Academic Affairs, Qinghai Minzu University, Xining 810007, China)

Abstract: Social change and reform of the 19th—century promoted women’ s educational standard and
social status, which established governess as a special vocation. Many lower middle—class literate women
became governesses, and they subsequently became a hot topic of British novels. For the distinct features their
vocation and their humble identity suspending between master and servant, governesses often got involved in
complicated love affairs and marriage romances. Based on the research achievements up to now, this paper dis-
cusses the marriage and life of the 19th-century governesses from historical context, identity status, love expec-
tation and marriage destination in the special historical times.
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