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Characters in The Judgment from the Perspective of Lacan’s Subject
Construction Theory
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Abstract: Subject is a central issue in contemporary Western philosophy. Psychoanalyst and philoso-
pher Jacques Lacan explored the subject through the lenses of the imaginary, symbolic, and real realms, pro-
posing the idea of a “split subject” that includes alienated, unconscious, and desiring aspects. Applying this
framework to the character of Georg in Kafka’s short story The Judgment offers a [resh perspective on the

subject, distinct from the view of modern rational philosophy—what can be termed the “generative subject.”

This approach provides deeper insight into the subject’s indeterminate and evolving nature.
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