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Materialization and Dematerialization: Cyborgs and Digital Media in the
Posthuman Theatre

LIN Zihan, SONG Yang’
(Stage Art Department, the National Academic of Chinese Theatre Arts, Beijing 100073, China)

Abstract: Posthuman is already a cultural state of contemporary society, characterized by the transfor-

¢

mation of the human being from a liberal humanist subject to an “information-processing entity of a similar
nature to an intelligent machine”. When such an exploration of identity perception enters theatrical percep-
tion, it also means that the posthuman paradigm is moving towards theater: “digital performance” reshapes
“human and space” into a new type of stage relationship between “cyborgs and digital media”. In the rela-
tive relationship of “human-robot”, the objectification of the subject’s body is presented through the “virtual
body” of the digital human and the “physical body” of the robot, completing the transformation from “human
to object”. In the relative relationship of “space-digital media”, the subjectivization of the objective space is
to be presented through the virtual visual technology to present the connotation of textuality, completing the
dematerialization of the theatre from “object to person”.
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