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Literary Writing Differences Between Two Versions of Zaju Xue Rengui
Published in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties

WU Jiachang, FAN Deyi
(College of Marine Culture and Law, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: There are two versions of zaju (a form of Chinese opera) Xue Rengui written by Zhang Guo-
bin in the Yuan Dynasty: the Yuan edition titled Xue Rengui Returns Home in Glory and the Ming edition
titled Xue Rengui Honored Returning Home. While their plots are essentially the same, significant textual
differences between these two versions have led to changes in the focus on characters, the portrayal of char-
acter personalities, and even the theme of the story in the Ming edition compared to the Yuan edition. In
terms of literary expression and ideological content, Xwue Rengui Returns Home in Glory and Xue Rengui-
Honored Returning Home can be regarded as two stories with the same structure but different essences.
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