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Influences of Social Activities on Fraud Victimization among the Elderly: An
Empirical Analysis Based on CHARLS Data

YANG Zihao, ZHOU Junshan
(College of Criminology, People’s Public Security University of China, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: This article examines the relationship between social activities and fraud victimization among
the elderly, utilizing lifestyle exposure theory and active engagement theory, based on data from the China
Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study. The findings indicate a dual effect of social activity participation
among older adults: while it increases exposure to fraud, it simultaneously decreases the likelihood of becom-
ing a victim of scams, with self-identity serving as a partial mediator. Consequently, enhancing safety mea-
sures in social settings, raising anti-fraud awareness, and improving elderly self-identity through big data
models are effective strategies for preventing elder fraud.
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