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Seasonal Narratives and Their Functions in The Palace of Eternal Life

XU Aizhu, YE Mengmeng

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: In Ming and Qing Dynasties, many operas use the change of seasons to express the authors’
thoughts. The shifts in seasonal settings within the plays help to convey the emotions of the characters and
construct the structure of the opera, while also carrying metaphorical and symbolic meanings. Hong Sheng’s
The Palace of Eternal Life, as an outstanding work of Ming and Qing chuanqi, pays significant attention to
using elements of spring and autumn to enhance the atmosphere. The seasonal consciousness presented in
the play serves important functions and merits in-depth analysis.
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