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The Southern Images Shrouded in Dampness: An Observation from a Geo-
Cultural Perspective

Zhan Shaowei

(Department of Chinese, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: China takes the Qinling Mountains and Huathe River as the dividing line between the north
and the south generally. The southern region of China overlaps with the subtropical monsoon climate region
of China roughly on maps. Therefore, Dampness becomes the largest common divisor in the geographical
sense of the southern region. In recent years, Southern Images on the screen can be described as moist and
diffuse. In terms of image construction, the attributes of dampness are connected with liquid, ruins; in
terms of narrative form, art films focus on expressing the fantasy and nightmare of the characters in a
“dreaming awake” manner, while crime films emphasize the fog color by mean of the interspersed narration
of time and space, which perfectly aligns with the dampness and mystery of the south; in the sense of cul-
ture, the moist aesthetics of southern images expresses the tendency of deconstruction and alienation in a
restrained and calm manner and relates individual pessimism with nostalgic symptoms of the times in a poetic
expression of de-realization, thus revealing the gloomy mood of the specific social stages.
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