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Basic Theoretical Issues of Human Civilization

ZHANG Shengwang, GUO Lingxia
(School of Marxism, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: Civilization is a positive outcome of human practices, representing a specific stage of social
development. It originates from nature and is characterized by its sociality, practicality, diversity, interactiv-
ity, and integrality. Temporally, human civilization can be categorized into forms such as primitive civiliza-
tion, agricultural civilization, industrial civilization, and ecological civilization. Spatially, it can be divided
into material civilization, political civilization, spiritual civilization, social civilization, and ecological civiliza-
tion. The long-standing and splendid Chinese civilization has not only nurtured the enduring Chinese nation
but has also made significant contributions to the progress of humanity as a whole. In the new era, China
has successfully embarked on a path of Chinese-style modernization, creating a new form of human civiliza-
tion. Examining the basic theoretical issues of human civilization—such as its connotation, origin, character-
istics, and classification—by integrating both contemporary and historical perspectives and utilizing the Marx-
ist view of civilization holds timely and practical significance.
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