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Study on the “Recreation of the New Citizen” Thought in the Pictorial Daily of
the Late Qing Dynasty

WANG Zhen
(School of Liberal Arts, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: Since the First Opium War, Chinese intellectual class has experienced three stages in learn-
ing “techniques”, “systems” and “thoughts” from Western countries. To achieve a complete Westerniza-
tion, some intellectuals identified the foolishness of the lower classes as a significant barrier preventing China
from “rising on the world stage”, and thus making the “new citizens” essential to the reforms aimed at
strengthening the nation. lLeveraging the visual advantages of the Pictorial Daily, the intellectuals effec-
tively combined the narrative characteristics of text and images, viewing the public as their primary imagined
audience, and promoted ideas of martial valor and science among the masses. Through the Pictorial Daily,
one can gain insight into the admiration of martial spirit and science by the late Qing intellectuals and the
challenges they faced in the “recreation of the new citizen”.
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