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Humanistic Ecology of Taiyuan Prefecture in the Late Qing Dynasty and the
Emergence and Development of Zhonglu Bangzi

ZHANG Yanqin

(School of Audiovisual Arts, Communication University of Shanxi, Taiyuan 030619, China)

Abstract: This article uses theories from cultural ecology and other related fields to examine the human-
istic ecology of Taiyuan Prefecture during the late Qing Dynasty and reveals that the economic conditions,
customs and cultural environment of the region provided a fertile ground for the emergence of Zhonglu
Bangzi. The activities of people living in this environment were the intrinsic factors for the creation and
development of this opera, mainly reflected in the activities of amateur troupes and commercial theater
troupes. Although their modes of operation differed, most troupe members shared a passion for opera, form-
ing the spontaneous and conscious forces driving the development of Zhonglu Bangzi. The interaction and
mutual promotion between these two forces were essential for the long-term development of Zhonglu
Bangzi. The history of the emergence and development of Zhonglu Bangzi highlights the interplay between
various elements of the artistic ecosystem and demonstrates the driving forces and general patterns of artistic
development.
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