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Lyuliang Experience and Life Whispers: Suffering Narrative in
Li Rui’s The Windless Tree

XUAN Mingzhu
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The Windless Tree is one of Li Rui’s works in the Lyuliang Mountain series, unfolding the
causes and consequences of the death of Guai Shu, a wealthy farmer in Airenping Village. Through the shift
of narrative perspectives and the repetition of language, this novel describes the suffering situation in Airen-
ping Village and the inner turmoil of the characters in this novel. In the face of multiple hardships, the open-
ness and concealment of individuals permeate the complex life experiences of the people in the Lyuliang
Mountain area and embody Li Rui’s folk stance and reflection on history. The Windless Tree contains Li
Rui’s profound experience of Lyuliang. This article analyzes this novel’s presentation of sufferings and the
life whispers arising from these sufferings, contemplates Li Rui’s creative intentions and values, and eluci-
dates this novel’s reflection on history and reality.
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