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Historical Contributions of the Aristocratic Families as Seen in
A New Account of Tales of the World

NING Jiayu
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: For a long time, the academic circle has held a negative view of the aristocratic families, but
the fact is not so. In the course of historical development, the aristocratic families have also made their own
contributions. Taking the period of the Two Jin Dynasties as an example, the aristocratic families made
great contributions to maintaining the Han regime and preserving Han culture. In view of this, this article
intends to take A New Acccount of Tales of the World as the basic literature and material clue, and take
Wang Dao and Xie An, two important aristocratic families’ figures of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, as represen-
tatives, to analyze and demonstrate from three aspects: the aristocratic families’ contribution to the stability
of the Eastern Jin regime, promoting the integration of northern and southern aristocratic families, and social
personality charm. It is concluded that the aristocratic families played a positive role in the history of the
Eastern Jin Dynasty. In addition, the personality charm of the members of the Wang and Xie families played
a very important role in shaping the cultural pattern of scholars, and since then, the culture of scholars has
become the focus of people’s attention.
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