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Limits and Validity of Labour Emancipation in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

LIU Weibing, LI Wenbo
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Although the development of artificial intelligence(AD is not initially aimed at labour emanci-
pation, it provides the necessary technological preparations for it, and enhances the possibilities for workers
to consciously, voluntarily, and autonomously dispose of their labour in the field of material and immaterial
production. However, Al reshapes the labour process through research and development, assistance, substi-
tution and implicit immaterial labour, compressing the space for living labour, reconfiguring the path of sur-
plus value creation, giving rise to a new type of alienated labour, and exacerbating the dilemma of labour
emancipation. Al promotes the transformation of general intelligence into collective intelligence, and collabo-
ration models such as open-source communities resist the intellectual monopoly of capital, providing the pos-
sibility for workers to regain control of the means of production, but it is difficult for collaboration models to
fundamentally break through capital’s control of technology. Socialism with Chinese characteristics, with its
unique system and value orientation, provides a brand new practice field for labour liberation, solves the
dilemma of technological alienation through “people-centered” and a new system for mobilizing resources
nationwide, and promotes international cooperation in the field of Al and the construction of a community of
destiny for humanity, thus weaving a new scenario of labour liberation in the era of Al.
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