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Creation of Cultural Identifiers for the Yangtze River in Nanjing’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage Under Spatial Representation

HAN Shunfa, LIU Jueru

(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210003, China)

Abstract: Nanjing thrives along the Yangtze River, giving rise to a unique culture representative of the
city. As a core resource of Nanjing’s Yangtze culture, this intangible cultural heritage serves as a significant
cultural symbol and contributes to the formation and revitalization of Yangtze cultural identifiers in Nanjing.
In the context of the increasing prominence of intangible heritage consumption and the fading of “local” con-
tents, this article analyzes the current state of Yangtze heritage symbols and identifies the spatial construction
hierarchy of these symbols, including “core position” “main part” and “other parts”. This article proposes a
human-centered communication framework that interweaves time and space for Nanjing’s Yangtze intangible
heritage symbols, offering insights for heritage dissemination and the shaping of Nanjing’s cultural identity.
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