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Pronunciation Types and Distribution Patterns of Initial Consonants of Zhi
(%1), Zhuang () and Zhang (Z) in the Jin Dialect at the Junction of
Shanxi, Hebei and Henan

ZHI Jiangang
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: In the border region of Shanxi, Hebei and Henan provinces, the pronunciation of initial con-
sonants Zhi (1), Zhuang (1) and Zhang (& ) varies across three types: unified, bifurcated, and sub-
bifurcated, with the unified form being most common. Southeastern Shanxi shows the most diverse pronun-
ciation types, while southwestern Hebei maintains the unified type, and northern Henan exhibits both unified
and bifurcated types. Additionally, the Taihang Mountains and Zhang River predominantly impede rather
than facilitate the development of these consonant pronunciations.
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