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Exploring the Both Ends of Emotion: Analysis on Gao Shusi’s Er Zhang Ji

FANG Yirong, HAN Ning’

(School of Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Er Zhang Ji is a selection of Tang Dynasty works compiled by Gao Shusi of the Ming Dynasty,
focusing specifically on the poems and odes of Zhang Jiuling and Zhang Shuo. The compilation of this book took
more than ten years, and it contains numerous poems organized in an orderly fashion, with appropriate deletions
and additions. The poems are grouped by category, and the commentaries are few but concise. The intentional
inclusion of odes does not indicate impure style, but rather reflects Gao’s recognition of the view that “poetry
and odes share the same origin” from the perspective of his understanding of the nature of literary forms. Gao’s
poetic style is of tranquility, sorrow, and melancholy. He proposed a poetic concept of recording both ends of
emotion, and compiled Er Zhang Ji based on this standard, seeking solace for the soul during the period sur-
rounding the “Great Ritual Debate”. In terms of acceptance history, the publication of this book reflects the
gradual increase in attention towards the works of Zhang Jiuling and Zhang Shuo from the Tang Dynasty to the
Ming Dynasty, reaching the peak of acceptance during the Jiajing reign, as well as its influence on the acceptance
of their works in the Qing Dynasty. At the level of philology, the poems of Zhang Jiuling and Zhang Shuo selected
in this book are conducive to the conduct of related textual research, and its reprinting is also a vivid case of the
publishing and printing industry in the Ming Dynasty.
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