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From Cultural Archetype to Contemporary Reflection: Modern Rewriting of
Mythological Motifs and the Continuity of Cultural Spirit in

Chinese Animation Narratives
XU Shuang, MENG Ying
(School of Literature, Southwest University of China, Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: In recent years, Chinese animation films have deconstructed the divinity, authority, and hier-
archical order of mythological motifs through a “demystification-reconstruction” strategy, achieving a transfor-
mation from cultural archetypes to contemporary reflections by incorporating postmodern cultural characteristics.
It subverts the traditional power structure of “deity-human-demon” and the patriarchal disciplinary mechanism,
transforming mythological conflicts into metaphorical critiques of social realities such as class solidification and
gender bias. It reconstructs heroism through human resonance by following a narrative logic of “divine dissolution
-human awakening-rebirth of divinity”. Cultural genes such as Confucian benevolence and Daoist naturalism are
perpetuated through the encoding of modern themes, forming a dual construction of retrospection and future-
oriented reflection. This transformation not only highlights the dynamic adaptability of national cultural heritage
but also turns mythology into a cultural prism for decoding contemporary spiritual symptoms, providing a paradigm
for the reconstruction of cultural subjectivity and the modern transformation of traditional values in the context
of globalization.
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