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Reflections on the Controversy: Training Mechanism of National Inheritors

and Brief Discussion on the Systematic Protection of Intangible Culture
Heritage in the “Post-ICH Nomination Era”
GUO Yongping, MENG Jiuyang
(School of Literature, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: On March 12, 2025, the sixth batch of the national list of representative inheritors of intan-
gible cultural heritage (ICH) was officially released. Among China’s 1, 557 nationally protected intangible
cultural heritage items Cincluding 3,610 sub-items), 1,094 sub-items still lack officially inscribed national-
level inheritors. People-centered is the key to the protection, inheritance and development of intangible cul-
tural heritage. In the “post-ICH nomination era”, establish a dynamic collaborative training mechanism for
inheritors and effectuate the systematic protection of intangible cultural heritage extend beyond mere technical
and cultural continuity, serving as a vital embodiment of cultural confidence and identity. In view of this, it
is imperative to establish a more comprehensive, systematic, and flexible protection mechanism. By mobiliz-
ing multiple subjects including inheritors, governments, communities, experts, and enterprises to jointly
advance ICH safeguarding efforts, this approach constitutes a critical pathway for systematic ICH protection
and is an inevitable choice for rural revitalization and high-quality regional development.
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