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Standardization and Resourceful Transformation of Mythological Narratives
——Taking the Pangu Myth in Biyang as an Example

SUN Yanyan', ZHANG Junfei'’
(1. School of Law and Sociology, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000, China;
2. The College of Ethnology and Sociology, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu 610043, China)

Abstract: Standardization serves as a crucial tool for promoting the protection and development of intangible
cultural heritage, yet existing research exhibits certain ambiguity in its definition, leading to debates on whether
standardization is conducive to the protection of intangible cultural heritage. Combining with the standardization
practices of intangible cultural heritage, the instrumental rules aimed at improving the efficiency of protection work
can be categorized as procedural standardization, while the mandatory unified behaviors restricting the intangible
cultural heritage itself are defined as content standardization. Taking the Pangu myth in Biyang, which is on the
national intangible cultural heritage list, as an example, this paper systematically analyzes the dual standardization
practices of procedures and contents carried out by officials, inheritors, tourist areas, etc. , in the collection and
collation of the Pangu myth, application for heritage status, selection of inheritors, and protection practices. It
is argued that all subjects should break through the single standardized inertial thinking, clarify their own
positioning, focus on the narrative characteristics of the myth, take procedural standardization as the guide, and
take resourceful transformation as the key approach to achieve the creative integration of the myth narrative

tradition and the needs of the times in innovative expressions.
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