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Rediscovering the “Cultural Forms and Contexts” of Intangible Cultural
Heritage: Study on Cultural Translation Based on the Design of Cultural and
Creative Products of Canal-related Intangible Cultural Heritage

XU Peng', LIU Zhaohui*
(1. School of Travel Service and Management, Zhejiang College of Tourism, Hangzhou 311231, China;
2. Department of Sociology, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: The design of cultural and creative products of the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) that
takes the Grand Canal as a cultural symbol requires a systematic translation process from value interpretation
to cultural expression. Based on specific cases, this study is intended to constructs a “human-oriented-
context” collaborative driving model, whose aim is to reconstruct the meaning expression of its in-depth “cul-
tural context” through the contemporary reproduction of the Grand Canal’s “cultural images”. This model
emphasizes advancing design practice through three dimensions-cultural symbol extraction, scenario experi-
ence construction, and value transformation utilization-using the innovative integration of visual elements,
material craftsmanship, and narrative structure as the means. Thereby, a cultural translation path of “symbol
innovation-situational experience-value reconstruction” is realized, enabling ICH cultural and creative prod-

ucts to not only be rooted in profound historical and cultural heritage, but also conform to and meet the aes-
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thetic and functional needs of modern life.
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