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New Discussion on Cai Yong from the Perspective of Literati Taste and Vision

YUAN Yazheng, YIN Yihang
(School of Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: Cai Yong was the literary leader in the late Eastern Han Dynasty and held a high status at
that time. However, he has been the subject of much controversy in later generations due to his issues such
as “lament for Dong” and “flattery of the stele”, as well as the erotic descriptions in his fu poetry. Regard-
ing these issues, the academic circle has mostly studied them from the perspective of the background and
atmosphere of the times, which can be considered as one explanation, but it seems insufficient. In fact, the
late Eastern Han Dynasty was a period when the identity of scholar-officials was transforming into that of
literati, and their literary tastes were also undergoing a transition from the tastes of scholar-officials to those
of literati. From the perspective of the literati taste and vision, Cai Yong’s “lament for Dong” and “feeling
ashamed of his virtue” were merely manifestations of the innocence and sentimentality of literati. As for the
erotic descriptions in his fu, they were merely the literati’ s display of talent and pursuit of novelty in their
creations.
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