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Research on the Application of the Essential Facilities Principle in the
Context of Platform Data Monopoly

MA Cunli
(School of Politics and Law, Pingdingshan University, Pingdingshan 467036, China)

Abstract: In the era of the platform economy, platform data has become a crucial factor for market
entry for enterprises. While network economists have proposed the essential facilities doctrine as an antitrust
regulation framework, its application in China is hindered by the absence of a clear definition of data owner-
ship. Even in cases where foreign countries regulate platform company behavior, the universal applicability
of the essential facilities doctrine is limited. Therefore, any attempt to transplant this doctrine to China
needs careful consideration of specific circumstances. In contrast to foreign enterprises, Chinese platform
companies, operating as commercial entities, not only seek profits but also carry significant social responsi-
bilities. Consequently, it is imperative to interpret the essential facilities doctrine with Chinese characteris-
tics, taking into account the differentiation between public and non-public data. This approach aims to strike
a balance between respecting the work of platforms and promoting technological innovation, thereby con-
structing a favorable institutional environment that upholds free competition in the data market.
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