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Bottom-Tier Romance, Shanghai Imagination and Film Industry Expansion:
Responses of Romance of a Fruit Peddler to the May Fourth Movement

ZHANG Chun', SUN Ping’
(1. School of Art, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China;
2. Film Academy, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China)

Abstract: Crafted by the Star Film Company in 1922, Romance of a Fruit Peddler stands as China’s
earliest preserved film available for viewing. Upon revisiting this century-old cinematic piece, this article
uncovers the remarkable endeavors of the Star Film Company in adapting to the influences of the May
Fourth Movement within film production. The company consistently emphasized the labor+love narrative,
and metaphorically depicted class rigidity and the gradual collapse of traditional customs. Shanghai, as the
main story place for the films in the early period, has also been portrayed as a symbol of both prosperity and
wilderness in “metropolis infested with foreign adventurers”. Star Film Company’s commercial explorations
precisely catered to the masses, and were enjoyed by scholars and lay-people alike, providing lessons for the
creation of films during that period.
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