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Survival of Ancient Words from the Tang and Song Dynasties in the
Yangcheng Dialect

ZHANG Wenxia
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Changzhi University, Changzhi 046011, China)

Abstract: Yangcheng in Shanxi province has a long history, and its dialect retains some ancient words
from the Tang and Song dynasties. Among them, many words have been completely inherited without
change, while others have undergone some changes in word form, semantic position, or grammatical func-
tion. The emergence of new word forms reflects the transformation of monosyllabic words into disyllabic
words in Chinese and the local folk culture. The changes in semantic position include the addition of seman-
tic positions and the increase, decrease and transfer of word meanings, which are usually the result of seman-
tic extension.
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