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Construction of Digital Memory for the Protection and Inheritance of Folk
Opera in the 5G Era: A Case Study of the Gong and Drum Opera in Linyi

REN Zhanwen
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: In the 5G era, the social and cultural ecology essential for the survival of folk operas has
undergone structural changes, and existing modes of the protection and inheritance of folk operas, primarily
led by governments, universities and research institutions, have faced challenges in sustainability. The intro-
duction of the theory of digital memory provides new opportunities for the protection of folk operas, such as
the Gong and Drum Opera in Linyi of Shanxi province. To build the digital memory and new paths for the
protection of folk operas, this article suggests establishing a collaborative mechanism led by the government
with the participation of social forces and universities, creating open-source databases and a mobile terminal-
based media communication matrix for folk operas, and exploring new modes of protection and inheritance
for folk operas that combine both online and offline communications.
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