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Research on the Construction of the Houji Culture in Southern Shanxi

GAO Zhongyan, GAO Ruoyu
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: There are rich cultural heritages of Houji in the south of Shanxi. The Houji culture has a profound
connection with the local society through the oral narrative, mountain scenery, temples and temple fairs in the history,
forming the image of Houji with both the agricultural god and the ancestor god. In terms of historical development,
both the official and folk society constructions of the image of Houji lay more emphasis on his “natural attribute”,
which is the symbolic characteristics of the agricultural god. The construction of the Houji culture is a reflection of
the people’s social knowledge, identity and collective memory, and also reveals the most profound, authentic and
unique part of Chinese farming culture. Exploring the construction of the Houji culture in the south of Shanxi is
important for realizing rural cultural revitalization, building the construction of the common spiritual home of the
Chinese nation and heightening the sense of the Chinese nation as one united community.
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