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“Drawing Circles” and “Breaking Circles”: Modern Transformation of the
Cycle Narratives in Lu Xun’s Novels
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Abstract: Lu Xun’s conception of cycles is deeply influenced by traditional Chinese culture, Nietzsche’
s theory of eternal recurrence, evolutionary thoughts and his real-life experiences. He employs rhetorical
strategies such as the nominalization or obfuscation of time, the typification or symbolization of space, and
the typification or characterization of names to dehistoricize story time, thus demonstrating the power and per-
sistence of cyclical space-time. Lu Xun skillfully harnesses the tension between cyclical recurrence and linear
evolution by using cyclical or biographical time to “draw circles” and linear or legendary time to “break
circles”. He modernizes traditional narratives of circle with contemporary temporal consciousness and aes-
thetic concepts, transforming the idea of cycles into a structural narrative method and a rhetorical device to
enhance artistic effects. This process endows the cyclical space-time structure with distinct reflective and
critical functions and ideological significance, achieving the transformation of the narratives of circle. Conse-
quently, he elevates the narratives of circle to a new artistic height.
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