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Theoretical Value and Essential Reading Guideliness of the Prefaces to
Marxist Classic Works

YANG Jun, YANG Menglin
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Marxist classic writers attached great importance to writing prefaces for important documents.
The prefaces of classic works serve to reveal the historical context of the authors’ theoretical exploration,
summarize the core ideas and basic viewpoints of the works, express the scientific attitude of the authors
towards Marxism, and evaluate the theoretical status of the works. Therefore, they possess theoretical value
in demonstrating the continuous exploration of Marxist basic principles, providing rich material for construct-
ing the history of Marxism’s development, highlighting the combination of Marxist theory and practice, and
responding to misunderstandings and attacks on Marxism. Thus, studying classic works inevitably includes
studying their prefaces, grasping the stance, viewpoints, and methods running through the prefaces, under-
standing the theoretical character of Marxism, especially its scientific critical spirit, and capturing the charac-
teristics of ideological contention in the development of Marxism.
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