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Exploration of the Human-Nature Relationship in Engels’ The Condition of
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Abstract: In The Condition of the Working-Class in England, Engels draws on detailed firsthand mate-
rials to illustrate the ecological destruction and human-nature imbalance during Britain’ s industrialization.
His work offers profound insights into the human-nature relationship. While past studies have analyzed this
through models, ideological tracing, and historical context, they often lack a genealogical tracing and qualita-
tive value assessment. The text reveals that Engels, centering on the fate of British working class, examines
the dual exploitation of human beings and nature by the capitalist mode of production from the empirical
investigation of the human settlement and natural environment on the British Isles, and examines the realiza-
tion path of the high-level harmonious restoration of the human-nature relationship based on the capitalist eco-
logical criticism. It demonstrates the prophetic insight of the young Engels into the ecological cost of indus-
trial civilization and the paradigm breakthrough of the historical materialist view of nature. Its historical value

lies in documenting Britain’ s industrial environmental changes and pioneering a historical materialist view of
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nature, inspiring further research on Marxist thought on the human-nature relationship.

Key words: Engels; The Condition of the Working-Class in England ; the human-nature relationship;

historical materialism; ecological criticism
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