2025 4F 45 41 % 5 5 FlXFEZR(ESHRZER) Vol.41 No.5 2025
CEVEE 203 9D JOURNAL OF NORTH UNIVERSITY OF CHINA (SOCIAL SCIENCE EDITION ) (Sum No. 203)

XEHS: 1673-1646(2025)05-0029-07
MNMEFFHE" BB AN ENZ MBS HERE

R, KFH
G PE K2 R Be, b KJE 030006)

OE: AN IS B Y R R T, AN B o {7 2 G Y TR E FE A, IR AE TR e [ A 4 S R 5k
=3 ANE] SCIE O 5 00 BT T TR o 1 BE 0 SCIE 56 AR Y R A P — S, S R R BB i B 25 S A LR 5 O B
Yo SRR N T WTGE T SCE L, AN SCRE S SCT AT A BRI g i, B e X R R A E T, WS T LA R AR AR
“HE IR SR E DR R W IE A AR, TR SGE A — M — O R T U R ORI T 2N 2 2 B TR S A
SCIEWL, WS I R 2 S IR 2 5 AR T SERRAE o B AY SCIE OC R WAL RS T BUR LR 30Tl ] g 2
B, AT TR 0 S B A ARG

KA WA BEWUNE; SCHXR; CLAEE; 8RR

mESES: 1206.2 XHkFRIRAD: A doi: 10. 62756/xbsk. 1673-1646. 2025106

SIAM: Bwedk, KRN . W BT E A b @ SGE VL 2 BB S W ERHELT ] Pt REEMGESRE /D, 2025, 41
(5): 29-35.

New Interpretation and Aesthetic Characteristics of Han Yu’s Literary
Daoism from the Perspective of “Rhetoric llluminating Dao”

LIANG Xiaoping, ZHANG Yuxin
(School of Music, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Han Yu, a key figure in the Tang Dynasty’s ancient prose movement, demonstrated his pro-
found impact not only in the thorough reconstruction of Confucian orthodoxy but also in the innovative inter-
pretation of the core issues of traditional Chinese literary theory and aesthetics, particularly the relationship
between literature and Daoism. Traditional interpretations of this relationship have been polarized since the
Wei and Jin Dynasties, whether emphasizing Dao over literature or witnessing the prevalence of formalism
during the Qi and Liang periods with the view of “literature without Dao”. These interpretations reveal the
chronic ailment of the literature-Daoism relationship, failing to achieve dynamic equilibrium and organic inte-
gration in long-term practice. Han Yu proposed the literary Daoist perspective of “Rhetoric Illuminating
Dao” , liberating literature from its subservience to Daoism, and further establishing a generative path for
“Illuminating Dao” centered on core standards such as “appropriate rhetoric” and “the harmony of virtue and
beauty”. Within the unified system of “literature and Daoism as one”, Han Yu’s literary aesthetic character-
istics, including the beauty of vigor, the beauty of lamentation, and the beauty of innovation, are manifested
through literary theories such as “Qi abundant, speech appropriate” , “raising objections when things are

unjust”, and “expressing oneself in accordance with the spirit of the Six Classics”. Han Yu’s perspective on
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the literature-Daoism relationship not only bridges the gap between literature and Dao since the Han and

Tang Dynasties but also has a profound and far-reaching impact on future generations.

Key words: Han Yu; rhetoric illuminating Dao; literature-Daoism relationship; literature to illuminate

Dao; aesthetic characteristics
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