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Study on the Aesthetics of Huang-Lao School of Daoism in the Warring
States Period: Silk Book The Yellow Emperor’s Four Canons as Center

TAN Yulong
(School of Media and Art, Chongqing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Chongqing 400065, China)

Abstract: Huang-Lao school of Daoism is a branch of Daoism in the pre-Qin period, whose aesthetics
is the development of Laozi aesthetics and an important part of Daoist aesthetics. The Yellow Emperor’s
Four Canons is the representative work of Huang-lL.ao Daoism, in which there are lots of aesthetic thoughts.
It regards Dao as the ontology category of aesthetics and the reason why beauty is beauty. According to it,
beauty doesn’t indicate the external ornament but Dao as the internal essence. Besides, the realm of sage in
The Yellow Emperor’s Four Canons is an aesthetic realm of the identification of the universe with the indi-
viduals. The excavation of The Yellow Emperor’s Four Canons plays a positive role in presenting the theo-
retical pattern and the changing track of Daoist aesthetics in the pre-Qin period which shows another kind of
Daoist aesthetics different from Zhuangzi aesthetics.
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the reality; deeds accord with words; the realm of sage
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