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A Decade of Steady Progress: Genre-based Exploration of Animated Films in
the Context of the “Revival of Chinese Animation” in the New Era (2015—2025)

CHEN Yishui, ZHU Yichen
(School of Arts and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Since 2015, when the Chinese animated film Monkey King: Hero Is Back sparked the wave
of “revival of Chinese animation” with a box office revenue of nearly 1 billion RMB, animated films such as
Big Fish & Begonia, Da Hu Fa, and Have a Nice Day—collectively referred to as the “Da Series” have
achieved breakthroughs in both artistic and commercial dimensions. In 2019, Ne Zha: Birth of the Demon
Child became the annual box office champion, launching the “Fengshen cinematic universe” franchise. By
the 2025 Spring Festival season, NezhaZ: Mo Tong Nao Hai surpassed the RMB 25 billion box office mile-
stone, marking a watershed moment in the history of Chinese animation and cinema. Over this decade, Chi-
nese animated films have undergone transformative growth in industrial scale, aesthetic expression, and cul-
tural depth, marking the evolution of the “Revival of Chinese animation” from market emergence to genre
maturity. Reflecting on this decade-long journey: Industrially, the market share of Chinese animation has

expanded significantly, genre boundaries has continuously broaden and an industrialized production model cen-
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tered on IP development has taken shape. Artistically, advancements in technological aesthetics have

elevated emotional resonance, transformed animated characters from symbolic vessels into emotional con-

duits. The world-building of “Chinese stories” aims to manifest cultural consciousness through visual styles

and narrative motifs. Culturally, genre-based explorations face risks of “overload”,

while the rise of realist

animation and “anti-genre” experiments offers new creative possibilities. Ultimately, Chinese animated films

transcend a “national style” toward a “global expression” through genre-based approaches, and establish

their cultural subjectivity and aesthetic coordinates within the global media landscape.
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